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plastics are already displacing the materials and metals that
seemed so secure

These are the changes we can see those that are already
at work What of those we cannot foresee when the great
war industries have to be converted to peace time uses?
What secret weapons of peace will come into economic
competition? What is the future of the wheat fanner the
wool grower the rubber planter and the miner? Countries
like Australia and New Zealand realize that these changes
will affect their way of life and their prosperity and know
that they must adapt themselves their occupations and their
policies in order to take a full share in world co operation
but they harbour no illusions about the difficulties ahead

CHAPTER XII
PHYSICAL AND CLIMATIC

I     BUILD AND SURFACE

A  LTHOUGH the youngest of the continents in point of

discovery and settlement by European races Australia
is one of the oldest geologically The great movements of
upheaval and the volcanic activity still evident in other parts
of the earth s crust died out long ago in Australia, Upon
its vastly old rock masses the forces of wind and water have
been at work so long that traces of youth have now vanished
The general level is much lower than that of any of the other
continents and this fact alone does much to determine the
general conditions of life in Australia As everywhere
surface is second only to climate in fixing the character and
distribution of the plant and animal life It has therefore,
to do with the numbers of the people and wliere they